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The University of M ontana
University Communications
Missoula, MT 59812
(406) 243-2522

NEWS RELEASE

March 31, 1995
COMPOSER’S SHOWCASE ORGANIST TO PLAY CONCERT AT UM
MISSOULA Renowned organ composer and performer William Albright will play the pipes for Missoula
audiences as the featured artist of this year’s Composer’s Showcase April 10-11 at The University
of Montana.
Albright, a music composition professor at the University of Michigan, will perform five of
his works on the organ, harpsichord and piano at a free concert at 8 p.m. Tuesday, April 11, in
UM’s Music Recital Hall.
Songs from one of Albright’s most recent compositions, "Flights of Fancy," will be featured
throughout the showcase, which is held annually to encourage student composers and spotlight their
works. All events are free and open to the public.
Albright, who chairs the composition department at the University of Michigan in Ann
Arbor, has performed his own compositions all over the world.
"As his reviews have consistently shown, he’s a showman of the highest order, so we’re
really looking forward to having him here," said Patrick Williams, UM music professor. "He’s an
internationally acclaimed composer and performer."
At Tuesday evening’s recital, Albright will play a hymn from "Flights of Fancy" in memory
of the late John Ellis. Albright knew Ellis, who was a UM organist, carilloneur and music
professor from 1969 to 1992. The John Ellis Endowment for Liturgical Music is a sponsor of the
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two-day event.
The showcase will open at 10 a.m. Monday with Albright lecturing about contemporary
compositions, including his own. Monday afternoon’s showcase at 2 p.m. will feature UM music
students playing their compositions, which will be judged by Albright and two local composers,
David Maslanka and James Eversole.
At 5:30 p.m. Monday, Composer’s Showcase participants and the public will gather at the
Missoula Carousel for the debut of one of Albright’s songs played on the community carousel’s
band organ. With money raised during a benefit chamber music concert in January, the Missoula
Chapter of the American Guild of Organists purchased "The A.G.O. Fight Song," which is the final
movement of Albright’s Flights of Fancy and the only organ roll commissioned specifically for the
Missoula Carousel.
All of the other rolls the carousel will play were cut before the 1950s, said Chuck Kaparich
of the Missoula Carousel. Sheet music and a recording of Albright’s song were sent to David
Stumpf, a Pennsylvania man who cuts organ rolls as a hobby.
"It’s a great band organ song with lots of punch and verve," Kaparich said of the fight song,
which is patterned after a Sousa march.
"This piece is unlike anything else in the world and another aspect of what makes the
Missoula Carousel unique," said Nancy Cooper, UM visiting assistant music professor and president
of the AGO’s Missoula Chapter.
Albright will teach a master class at 10 a.m. Tuesday for organ students and guild members.
At 2 p.m., Cooper will play his Flights of Fancy composition as part of the second showcase
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concert. She is one of only a few people in the world who have performed the organ piece.
All events, except the carousel organ roll debut, will be held in classrooms at the Music
Building.
Regarded as an interpreter of classic piano ragtime and early jazz styles such as Harlem
stride and boogie-woogie, Albright has received two National Endowment for the Arts grants. He
has had two Fulbright and two Guggenheim fellowships and was a recipient of an award from the
American Academy of Arts and Letters. In 1993, he was chosen as The American Guild of
Organists’ Composer of the Year."
Other sponsors of Albright’s visit are ASUM Programming, the UM Music Department’s
Guest Artist Series and the Missoula Chapter of the American Guild of Organists. Pianos
International is providing instruments for the event.
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Contacts: Nancy Cooper, 243-2080; Patrick Williams, 243-4471; and Chuck Kaparich, 549-8382
or 549-9711.
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